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 “All that can be done is for each one of us to invent our own ideal library of our classics.” —from Why Read
the Classics?
 
Classics, according to Italo Calvino, are not only works of enduring cultural value, but also something much
more personal: talismans, touchstones, books through which we understand our world and ourselves. In Why
Read the Classics?, Calvino shares over thirty of his classics in essays of warmth, humor, and striking
insight. He ranges from Homer to Jorge Luis Borges, from the Persian folklorist Nezami to Charles Dickens.
Whether tracing the links between Ovid’s Metamorphoses and Alain Robbe-Grillet’s objectivity, discovering
the origins of science fiction in the writings of Cyrano de Bergerac, or convincing us that the Italian novelist
Carlo Emilio Gadda’s works are like artichokes, Calvino offers a new perspective on beloved favorites and
introduces us to hidden gems.
 
 “This book serves as a welcome reminder that the great works are great because they can mean so much to
readers, and Calvino is a most knowledgeable guide to all the best destinations.” —San Francisco Chronicle
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From reader reviews:

James Brecht:

The book Why Read the Classics? make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your
capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem
along with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Why Read the Classics? for being your
habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge
about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a e-book Why
Read the Classics?. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this guide?

Raymond Bryan:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but
if you want feel happy read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Typically the Why
Read the Classics? is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Frederick Avelar:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Why Read the
Classics? that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as
your good habit, it is possible to pick Why Read the Classics? become your own personal starter.

Irma Cook:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Why Read the Classics? can be the reply, oh how
comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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