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Thanks to current portrayals of Jesus of Nazareth, we are apt to think of him as having long hair and a short
beard. But, the holy scriptures do not describe Christ’s physiognomy, and his representations are inconsistent
in early Christian and medieval arts. How did this long-haired archetype come to be accepted in the late ninth
century as the standard iconography of the Son of God? To answer this question, The Many Faces of
Christ examines the complex historical and cultural dynamics underlying the making and final establishment
of Christ’s image between late antiquity and the early Renaissance.
 
Taking into account a broad spectrum of iconographic and textual sources, Michele Bacci describes the
process of creating Christ’s image against the backdrop of ancient and biblical conceptions of beauty and
physicality as indicators of moral, ascetic, or messianic qualities. He investigates the increasingly dominant
role played by visual experience in Christian religious practice, which promoted belief in the existence of
ancient documents depicting Christ’s appearance, and he shows how this resulted in the shaping of portrait-
like images that were said to be true to life. With glances at analogous progressions in the Jewish, Muslim,
Buddhist, Hindu, Jain, and Taoist traditions, this beautifully illustrated book will be of interest to specialists
of Late Antique, Byzantine, and medieval studies, as well as anyone interested in the shifting, controversial
conceptions of the historical figure of Jesus Christ.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Campanelli:

The book The Many Faces of Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300 can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why must we leave a good thing like a book
The Many Faces of Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give
for each other; you can share all of these. Book The Many Faces of Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East
and West, 300 to 1300 has simple shape but you know: it has great and large function for you. You can
appear the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

David McGowan:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Many Faces of Christ:
Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300 book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Vickie Kay:

This The Many Faces of Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300 are reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Many Faces of
Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300 can be on the list of great books you must have
is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Many Faces of Christ:
Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300 to 1300 forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task.
So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Tammy Dorris:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or even
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful pics
on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach



Chinese's country. Therefore this The Many Faces of Christ: Portraying the Holy in the East and West, 300
to 1300 can make you really feel more interested to read.
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