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ABOUT THE BOOK

The caged bird sings with a fearful trill

of things unknown but longed for still

and his tune is heard on the distant hill

for the caged bird sings of freedom

One of the best and most influential books written in English since 1923. A biblical study of life in the midst
of death. A New York Times bestseller. A National Book Awards nominee. One of the essential books
produced by our culture. One of the most banned books in America. All of these phrases have been used to
describe I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.

The much-loved and oft-feared book is Maya Angelou’s autobiography. Within the context of her life story,
Angelou dares to examine racism, sexism, familial bonds, feminine strength, religion, sexual violence, and
the things we do survive. The story begins when she is three years old and sent with her brother to live with
their grandmother in rural Arkansas. It ends with the sense of empowerment Angelou felt upon giving birth
to her son Guy when she was only 17 years old.

Maya Angelou is now in her 80s and still revered for her wisdom, independence, and grace. She has
managed to achieve great success as a writer, actress, dancer, director, musician, editor, activist,
philanthropist, teacher, and mother. She is called doctor and has received countless honors. And yet Angelou
never went to college. She was a single teenage mother. She grew up in rural, segregated Arkansas. She was
mute for many years. She once lived in a junkyard for a month. When she was just eight years old, she was
raped.

EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK

She didn’t want her family to think she was a bad person, but she felt awful about lying. Mr. Freeman
received a light sentence and was released that day. His body was found that evening. Maya blamed herself
for Mr. Freeman’s death and decided not to talk anymore for fear of hurting others. Not knowing what to do
with Maya, the Baxter family sent her and Bailey back to Stamps. Bailey dealt with his devastation by
making outlandish stories about St Louis, while Maya continued in her silence. Many of the townsfolk didn’t
understand and thought she was uppity or simple. Momma and Uncle Willy simply accepted it with
understanding.

Commentary

From today’s perspective, it seems almost criminal that the family never took Maya to a therapist. How



could they ever expect a little girl to understand that what had happened to her and subsequently to Mr.
Freeman was not her fault? How could they simply send her away when she stopped talking? And yet, in
those days people didn’t talk about such things. The adults didn’t know how to deal with the rape, so how
could they know how to deal with the little girl that was raped? They just didn’t talk about it and hoped that
the experience would fade with time. It obviously didn’t.

Chapters 15 & 16

Summary

Mrs. Bertha Flowers is a wealthy, educated woman and the closest thing the black community in Stamps has
to aristocracy. She and Momma have been friends for years. One day Mrs. Flowers comes into the store and
asks Maya to carry her grocery bags home for her and visit for a little while. She tells Maya that speaking is
very important in life and gives her a book to read aloud. Mrs. Flowers also challenges Maya to memorize
some poems and recite them on her next visit.

Once Maya gets her voice back, she begins working for Mrs. Viola Cullinan...
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From reader reviews:

Judith Bode:

What do you regarding book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do?
Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their can do that will. It
said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín
de infancia until university need this Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) to read.

Jose Banks:

This Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and
Analysis) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is actually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) without we know teach the
one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't always be worry Quicklet on Maya
Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) can bring if
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.

Gloria Pruitt:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I
Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) is kind of book which is
giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Franklin Crossland:

Often the book Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book
Summary and Analysis) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you.
The book Quicklet on Maya Angelou's I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (CliffNotes-like Book Summary



and Analysis) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site,
so you can more easily to read the book.
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