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China, with its geographical, historical, cultural, and political distance from the West, long has been a black
box upon which we readily paste labels—communist, non-Western, developing country—but whose internal
logic remains a mystery to us. Arguing that it would be a major step forward in our genuine knowledge of
China if we understood its internal dynamic, this innovative book considers China from a historical
perspective to chart its current dynamic and future direction.

Renowned historians, economists, and political scientists explore the internal dynamic of China's rise since
traditional times through the key themes of China's identity, security, economy, environment, energy, and
politics. Each themed section pairs a historian with a social scientist to give an overall view of where China
is coming from and where it is heading. One of the PRC's best-known experts on international relations
provides a concluding reflection on the political psychology of China's view of itself in the world.

Although a China-centered perspective does not yield clear, absolute truths about China's rise, focusing on
change in the PRC from pre-modern times to the present allows us to distinguish between China's own
dynamic and its relative change of position vis-à-vis other actors, including ourselves. Written in clear and
accessible style, this nuanced book will be essential reading for all readers interested in China past and
present and its growing global role.

Contributions by: Lowell Dittmer, Erica S. Downs, Mark Elvin, Joseph W. Esherick, Joseph Fewsmith,
Barry Naughton, Dwight H. Perkins, Qin Yaqing, Evelyn S. Rawski, R. Keith Schoppa, Michael D. Swaine,
and Brantly Womack.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific China's Rise in Historical
Perspective book as beginning and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

George Clark:

Typically the book China's Rise in Historical Perspective has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research
just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this article book.

Melanie Pemberton:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to
be go through. China's Rise in Historical Perspective can be your answer as it can be read by you who have
those short time problems.

Wendell Radford:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book China's Rise in Historical Perspective we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be
creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book China's Rise in
Historical Perspective. You can more attractive than now.
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