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War is waged not only on battlefields. In the mid-1980s a high-stakes struggle to redesign the relationships
among the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs, the secretary of defense, and the president
resulted in the Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986. Author James R. Locher III played a key role in the
congressional effort to repair a dysfunctional military whose inter-service squabbling had cost American tax-
payers billions of dollars and put the lives of thousands of servicemen and women at risk. Victory on this
front helped make possible the military successes the United States has enjoyed since the passage of the bill
and helped to prepare the armed forces for the challenges they must still face. Victory on the Potomac
provides the first detailed history of how Congress unified the Joint Chiefs and does so with the benefit of an
insider's view. In a fast-paced account that reads like a novel, Locher follows the bill through congressional
committee to final passage, making clear that the process is neither abstract nor automatic. His vivid
descriptions bring to life the amazing cast of this real-life drama, from the straight-shooting chairman of the
Armed Forces Committee, Barry Goldwater, to the peevishly stubborn secretary of defense, Casper
Weinberger. Locher's analysis of political maneuvering and bureaucratic infighting will fascinate anyone
who has an interest in how government works, and his understanding of the stakes in military reorganization
will make clear why this legislative victory meant so much to American military capability.
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From reader reviews:

Jill Williams:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want something to
explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply because just
their can do which. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on pre-school until university need this particular Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act
Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History Series) to read.

Jon Pittenger:

Often the book Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M
University Military History Series) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading some sort of
book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon
(Texas A & M University Military History Series) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Rachel Haley:

This Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University
Military History Series) is brand new way for you who has fascination to look for some information because
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-Nichols
Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History Series) can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books
produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People
who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a guide especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually.
So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Justin Mireles:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
soul or real their leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for
you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise



word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Victory on the Potomac: The Goldwater-
Nichols Act Unifies the Pentagon (Texas A & M University Military History Series) can make you feel more
interested to read.
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