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With a Historical Guide prepared by the editors of the American Association for State and Local
History.

High atop the Rhode Island capitol in Providence, a bronze likeness of "The Independent Man" keeps watch
over a state that historically has put the ideal of individual liberty before all others. Like many ideals, this
one was freighted with many meanings. As the colony grew in the seventeenth century, the belief in religious
liberty and freedom of conscience espoused by its founder, Roger Williams, led to the development of
political liberty and practical democracy. In the eighteenth century, that dedication to individualism made
Rhode Islanders into businessmen of the first order, willing to take the big risk in hope of a bigger reward.
Their land being poor in natural resources, Rhode Islanders turned to trade; accumulating wealth from traffic
in rum and slaves, they built in Newport and Providence small but elegant copies of Georgian England, and
worried more about taxes and currency than about religion. When they felt poorly served by British policies,
they became ready revolutionaries and led in the founding of a new nation. After the Civil War, their
children took individual liberty to mean economic laissez-faire, ushering in the state's golden age when
Rhode Island senator Nelson Aldrich became known as the "general manager" of the United States.

Through countless changes in the twentieth century, the ideal still survives and asks old questions of new
generations of Rhode Islanders from many ethnic backgrounds: How best to reconcile the rights of minorities
with the rule of the majority, and how best to secure the individual liberty and economic opportunity that
Roger Williams and Moses Brown would have understood so well?
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From reader reviews:

Richard Davy:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading whatever
they have because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Rhode Island: A History (States and the Nation).

Loyd Tyler:

Why? Because this Rhode Island: A History (States and the Nation) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading
this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
gains than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking means. So
, still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Larry Tatro:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The
Rhode Island: A History (States and the Nation) offer you a new experience in reading through a book.

Theresa Tompkins:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is
just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in
the top listing in your reading list is actually Rhode Island: A History (States and the Nation). This book
which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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