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An accidental glance at a newspaper notice causes Rousseau to collapse under the force of a vision. A car
accidentally hits Giacometti, and he experiences an epiphany. Darwin introduces accident to the basic
process of life, and Freud looks to accident as the expression of unconscious desire. Accident, Ross Hamilton
claims, is the force that makes us modern. Tracing the story of accident from Aristotle to Buster Keaton and
beyond, Hamilton’s daring book revives the tradition of the grand history of ideas.

Accident tells an original history of Western thought from the perspective of Aristotle’s remarkably durable
categories of accident and substance. Throughout antiquity and the Middle Ages, Aristotle’s distinction
underwrote an insistence on order and subordination of the inessential. In a groundbreaking innovation,
Hamilton argues that after the Reformation, the concept of accident began to change places with that of
substance: accident became a life-transforming event and effectively a person’s essence.  For moderns, it is
the accidental, seemingly trivial moments of consciousness that, like Wordsworth’s “spots of time,” create
constellations of meaning in our lives. Touching on a broad array of images and texts—Augustine, Dante,
the frescoes of Raphael, Descartes, Jane Austen, the work of the surrealists, and twentieth-century
cinema—Hamilton provides a new way to map the mutations of personal identity and subjectivity.   
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Galvan:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Accident: A Philosophical and Literary
History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is
far from make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book
with you?

Carole Garner:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has various personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Accident: A Philosophical and
Literary History. All type of book would you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet resources
or other social media.

Michelle Labat:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Accident: A Philosophical and
Literary History book since this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Dona Cole:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Accident: A Philosophical and Literary History, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.
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